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SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE FORM
 

535 Salisbury St, Worcester, MA  01609 
 

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY & ACCURATELY 
THIS INFORMATION WILL BE TRANSMITTED ONTO THE OFFICIAL CERTIFICATE OF MARRIAGE 

 
 

Name____________________________________________________    Age on wedding day________ 

Birthplace ____________________________________________________________________________ 

Address______________________________________________________________________________          

Telephone___________________________  E-Mail__________________________________________ 

Baptized Orthodox: Yes____  No_____  If yes, where & when__________________________________ 

Is the groom a current member in good standing *      Yes___    No___    

If not Orthodox, what faith_______________________________________________________________ 

Parents Names:  Father______________________________ Mother____________________________ 

 

Name____________________________________________________    Age on wedding day________ 

Birthplace ____________________________________________________________________________ 

Address______________________________________________________________________________          

Telephone___________________________  E-Mail__________________________________________ 

Baptized Orthodox: Yes____  No_____  If yes, where & when__________________________________ 

Is the bride a current member in good standing *       Yes___    No___    

If not Orthodox, what faith_______________________________________________________________ 

Parents Names:  Father______________________________ Mother____________________________ 

 

       

 
 

*A member is defined as a person that has . 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 * Member is defined as a person that has paid a pledge to St. Thomas's in the previous year, and is pledged for the current year. 

 After the ceremony, St. Thomas's should mail the Marriage Certificate to (address):  

Date of Birth ________________ 

Date of Birth ________________ 
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SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE FORM

 
Name of Godparent for wedding ceremony_____________________________________________ 

Address_________________________________________________________________________ 

   _________________________________________________________________________ 

Telephone__________________________    E-Mail_____________________________________ 

I acknowledge that the proposed Godparent is baptized in the Orthodox faith:       Yes______ 

 

If not aptized (copy of baptismal certificate required) 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

LATE FEE DEPOSIT 

 

You are required to give a late fee deposit of $400.00, preferably in the form of a check which will be held in 
the church office and not cashed.  It will be returned to you in full or minus any late charges.  Please sign below 
showing that you have read and understand our policy. 

Signature  

Date 

 
 

E 

Office use only 

$500.00 Non-member Fee received (if applicable): __________________ (date) 

$150.00 Custodial Fee received: __________________ (date) 

$400.00 Late Fee Deposit received: __________________ (date) 

Total Amount received: _________________________  
  

Baptized at St. Thomas's:     Yes____ No_____ 

If not baptized at St. Thomas's, date & church where baptized  (copy of baptismal certificate required) 

       PLEASE RETURN THIS FORM TO ST. THOMAS... WHEN COMPLETED. 

 
 
 
 
 
Please sign and date below showing that you have read and confirmed the information provided. 
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GUIDELINES FOR YOUR SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE
 

Please keep this page for your reference

SCHEDULING 

The date and time for the sacrament should be arranged with the parish priest as far in advance as possible.  
Both bride and groom should arrange a meeting with the parish priest to confirm the date and time of the 
marriage and to discuss the sacrament once all required paperwork has been submitted to him. No  
sacrament will be permanently scheduled until this has been done.  

ITEMS NEEDED FOR THE EASTERN ORTHODOX MARRIAGE SERVICE  

Marriage License -  This should be picked up well in advance of the wedding at your local government agency. 
It is good for 60 days. Please present this to the priest at the wedding rehearsal.  

Wedding Crowns  

2 White Wedding Candles ... bride and groom hold decorated candles with white ribbons 

Wedding Rings  

FEES 

If you are not a member of St. Mary's*, there is a $500 fee for use and upkeep of the church. 
For all weddings, there is a custodial fee of $150.00. 
For all weddings, there is a late fee deposit of $400.00.  LATE FEE POLICY  
If you are not a member of the church, we encourage you to fill out and return the membership/ pledge form 
that is at the end of this document.  

pledged for the current year. 

OTHER DETAILS 

The Godparent/Kumbare is the person whose function it is in the ceremony to exchange the rings and crowns. 
Your Godparent can be either a man or woman and must be of the Orthodox faith, free of any impediment as 
regards to church law.   

The wedding date and rehearsal date should be set well in advance and confirmed by the parish priest.  

If you would like organ music, you will need an organist who is familiar with the Orthodox wedding service. 
We usually use Harry Merty (508-826-2375) or Androniqi Danga (774-823-5904). Please check with them 
regarding their fee.  
We can use only the Orthodox marriage music and hymns.  

We can only have the Orthodox priest perform the service. A non-Orthodox clergyman of another 
denomination may attend and offer a congratulatory blessing to the couple at the conclusion of the service.  

If you are not a member of St. Thomas's*, there is a $500 fee for use and upkeep of the church. 

*A member is defined as a person or household that has paid a pledge to St. Thomas's in the previous year, and is 
pledged for the current year. 

 
If you are not a member of the church, we encourage you to fill out and return the membership/pledge form that 
is at the end of this document. 

Whenever we are preparing to come into the House of God (i.e. the Holy Temple), we should always dress 
modestly and with reverence, regardless of the religious occasion (Wedding Party included). 
 
For Women, short skirts, tight-fitting or transparent garments, garments with low necklines, or strapless tops 
are not appropriate. 
 
Although men and boys (boys of all ages) are not required to wear a suit and tie, they will want to make an 
effort to dress as if they were going to an important event.  Shorts (of all types) should not be worn by men or 
boys, regardless of age.  Also, clothing with logos or printed material distracts from the service. 
 
THANK YOU for your cooperation.
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DATES NOT PERMITTED 

Weddings are NOT permitted during specific fasting seasons of the Church: 

Great Lent (varies from year to year)  
Saints Peter & Paul Fast (June 29)  
The Fast of the Dormition (August 1 - 15)  
Beheading of John the Baptist (August 29)  
Elevation of the Cross (September 14)                      
Advent (Christmas) Fast (November 15 - December 25) 
Forefeast of Holy Theophany (January 5)  
Wednesdays or Fridays  

LATE FEE POLICY 

Wedding parties are habitually arriving  late to the church causing the service to start late, often 45-60 minutes.  
This is not acceptable especially to the priest and choir who come early to make sure all is ready.  The choir is 
not paid for their services and often they have other things to do after the service.  More than once they have 
threatened to walk out when the service starts more than 30 minutes late. 

The late fee policy is as follows:   
If the wedding service is scheduled to start at 1:00 pm and the service starts at 1:10 pm there will be no late 
charge.  If the service starts after this 10 minute grace period, there will be a late charge fee of $20 per minute.  
So if the service starts at 1:30 pm, that means there will be a late charge of $400.  ($20 x 20 minutes).  If the 
service starts at 2:00 pm, this means there will be a late charge of $1000 ($20 x 50 minutes).  Please also note 
that if the service starts more than 30 minutes late, there is no guarantee that you will have a choir for the 
service. 

Any late fees that are collected will then be sent to the Home of Hope Orphanage in Shen Vlash, Albania.  If 
anyone deserves to profit from being late, it is the orphans. 

You are required to give a late fee deposit of $400.00, preferably in the form of a check which will be held in 
the church office and not cashed.  It will be returned to you in full or minus any late charges.  Please sign the 
Sacrament of Marriage form on page 2 of this document, to acknowledge that you have read and understand our 
policy. 

CONTACT INFO 

If you have any questions, please call Fr. Timothy Lowe at 774-239-3509 
 

If the wedding service is scheduled to start at 1:00 pm and the service starts at 1:10 pm there will be no late charge. 
If the service starts after this 10 minute grace period, there will be a late charge fee of $20 per minute. So if the 
service starts at 1:30 pm, that means there will be a late charge of $400. ($20 x 20 minutes). If the service starts at 
2:00 pm, this means there will be a late charge of $1,000 ($20 x 50 minutes). Please note that if the service starts 
more than 30 minutes late, there is no guarantee that you will have a choir for the service. 

Any late fees that are collected will then be sent to the Home of Hope Orphanage in Albania. If anyone deserves to 
profit from being late, it is the orphans. 

The Godparent/Kumbare is the person whose function it is in the ceremony to exchange the rings and crowns. 
Your Godparent can be either a man or woman and must be of the Orthodox faith, free of any impediment as 
regards to church law. Please have the godparent supply a certificate of baptism, if not baptized at St. Thomas's.  
 
The wedding date and rehearsal date should be set well in advance and confirmed by the parish priest. 
 
We can only use the Orthodox marriage music and hymns.  
 
We can only have the Orthodox priest perform the service. A non-Orthodox clergyman of another 
denomination may attend and offer a congratulatory blessing to the couple at the conclusion of the service.  
 
 
DATES NOT PERMITTED  
 

Weddings are NOT permitted during specific fasting seasons of the Church:  
   Great Lent (varies from year to year)  
   Saints Peter & Paul Fast (June 29)  
   The Fast of the Dormition (August 1 - 15)  
   Beheading of John the Baptist (August 29)  
   Elevation of the Cross (September 14)  
   Advent (Christmas) Fast (November 15 - December 25)  
   Forefeast of Holy Theophany (January 5)  
   Wednesdays or Fridays  
 
 
CONTACT INFO  
 

Please call Father Paul Waters with questions at office # (248) 471-1059  -or- cell # (217) 556-3728.
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for the year 

If you would like to become a member of St. Thomas Albanian Orthodox Church, please fill out  
this form and return it to the church office.

I will make a membership pledge to St. Thomas Church for $ _______ for the year. 

Date of birth______________ 

Date of birth______________ 


